Spirit of Reformation: Know your enemy pt 2 (antichrists)

1 John 2:18-23

Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us. 

20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things.   21 I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of the truth. 

22 Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who denies the Father and the Son. 23 Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either; he who acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 

NKJV

1. John is not introducing a new concept.  They had already heard that the antichrist was coming.  This was already a teaching that the church was familiar with.   
2. It is true that the antichrist is connected to the last hour; the problem we have today is understanding that it was already the last hour when this was written (vs18)

3. John is correcting an understanding of a known concept by showing that many antichrists have already come.  (in this he refutes the concept of one antichrist and also he refutes the concept that he will come in the future) vs 18

4. The antichrist is a spirit that comes out of the gatherings of the saints; but it is not a spirit that originates from the church.   It is a spirit that breaks away from the established church and yet seeks to deceive it.

1 John 4:1-6

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world. 

1. The antichrist is a spirit that is not of God

2. The antichrist is the source of many false prophets who have gone out into the world

3. We know the antichrist is present wherever we see a manifestation of false voices.

4. He denies that Jesus Christ was God in the flesh (what was he addressing when he was speaking about confessing that Christ has come in the flesh?)
5. Once again, he acknowledges that they already heard the antichrist was coming.

6. Then he corrects the misunderstanding and reveals that the spirit is now, already in the world
4 You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5 They are of the world. Therefore, they speak as of the world, and the world hears them. 6 We are of God. He who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does not hear us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 

1. What is the scripture saying that we overcome? the antichrist spirit and its false prophets
2. Greater is He who is in us then the antichrist spirit who is in the world 

3. B/c the antichrist spirit is of the world the world hears them

4. Those who know God, hear God’s true messengers

5. The antichrist is a spirit of error

6. The contrast is being made b/w truth (which is a spirit) and error (which is the antichrist spirit) …note: hear error does not mean mistake but rather to stray from The Way and deviate from what God originally intended by preaching another gospel. 
2 John 7-11

For many deceivers have gone out into the world who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. 8 Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those things we worked for, but that we may receive a full reward. 

9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him; 11 for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds.

NKJV
1. Antichrists are deceivers who deny that Messiah came in the flesh as deity.  (matt 24:24; mark 13:22)

2. Antichrists are transgressors

3. They do not live (dwell in; habitually stay in) the teachings of Messiah

4. They don’t have God (the father nor the son) (vs 9)
5. They bring another doctrine than that of the original apostles (vs9)
6. Antichrist spirits are not to be tolerated, received, or even greeted in church gatherings (vs 9)
a. They have the potential to corrupt the prize of Christ

7. If antichrist spirits are greeted by local assemblies, then they share in the evil deeds that the antichrist is guilty of. 
Where did they get this teaching of the Antichrist from? Yeshua Himself taught them to expect that antichrists will come. 
Matt 7:15-23
15 "Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 16 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. 

21 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 23 Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!' (from New International Version)

1. Antichrist spirits come to you in sheep’s clothing- they look like the church (followers of the Good Shepherd) inwardly they have the nature to devour the sheep.  They scatter rather than gather. 
2. They are not recognized by their outward appearance or mannerisms. 
a.  They are recognized by the fruit of their lips –erroneous doctrines, prophecies

b. and the fruit of their deeds- their lifestyle, decision making, and actions
Matt 24:4-14

4 Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in my name, claiming, 'I am the Christ,' and will deceive many. 6 You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 7 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are the beginning of birth pains. 

9 "Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. 10 At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11 and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 

(from New International Version)

1. Christ says many antichrists will come- they will claim or accept claims that they are the Christ.

2. These antichrists will be successful in deceiving many. 

3. Many false prophets (motivated by the antichrist spirit) will deceive many
Peter understood that the antichrist spirit 

2 Peter 1:19-2:3

19 And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts; 20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation,  21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 
2 Peter 2 2:1 Destructive Doctrines 
But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction. 2 And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed. 3 By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has not been idle, and their destruction does not slumber. 

1. Men speaking by the inspiration of the H.S. in the O.T. are now being contrasted against false prophets who were among the people in the O.T.
2. Now, He is tying the old to the new.  The apostle peter is saying that just as it was then (in the OT) so will there be false teachers among the saints. 

3. The sign of the false teachers would be that they secretly usher in destructive heresies: denying the lord who purchased them)

4. These false teachers (motivated by the antichrist spirit) bring upon themselves swift destruction.  Notice that there are many of them b/c they don’t stick around long.  They blow in and blow out deceiving many and then being brought down and then others follow.  

5. They are motivated by their own covetousness and the result is that they exploit the church with Deceptive words (deceivers)

a. Their teachings bring others under oppression

b. The cause people to blaspheme the truth 

It is for this reason that apostles will continue to be called, cultivated, and commissioned in every generation to combat and contend against this Antichrist Spirit until the fullness of time has come. 

